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Dear​ ​Parents​ ​/​ ​Caregivers, 
 
With​ ​the​ ​introduction​ ​of​ ​devices​ ​into​ ​the​ ​school​ ​we​ ​are​ ​very​ ​aware​ ​of​ ​keeping​ ​our​ ​students 
safe​ ​from​ ​accessing​ ​inappropriate​ ​material.​ ​To​ ​prevent​ ​this​ ​we​ ​have​ ​very​ ​strong​ ​internet 
filters​ ​operating​ ​at​ ​school.​ ​However,​ ​these​ ​filters​ ​only​ ​work​ ​while​ ​children​ ​are​ ​connected​ ​to 
the​ ​school​ ​network​ ​(internet)​ ​during​ ​school​ ​time.​ ​They​ ​do​ ​not​ ​extend​ ​to​ ​home​ ​networks​ ​/ 
internet. 
 
To​ ​help​ ​your​ ​child​ ​be​ ​CyberSmart​ ​on​ ​your​ ​home​ ​network​ ​(internet)​ ​you​ ​may​ ​want​ ​to​ ​consider 
some,​ ​or​ ​all​ ​of​ ​the​ ​following​ ​options. 
 

- Talk​ ​to​ ​your​ ​internet​ ​provider​ ​about​ ​setting​ ​internet​ ​filters​ ​for​ ​your​ ​home 
- Setting​ ​search​ ​engines​ ​(eg:​ ​Google)​ ​onto​ ​‘Safe’​ ​Search​ ​mode. 
- Ensure​ ​devices​ ​are​ ​used​ ​in​ ​a​ ​communal​ ​space,​ ​like​ ​a​ ​lounge​ ​or​ ​kitchen​ ​table 
- Ask,​ ​politely,​ ​to​ ​see​ ​what​ ​your​ ​child​ ​is​ ​working​ ​on​ ​“for​ ​their​ ​learning” 
- Create​ ​a​ ​Supervised​ ​Account​ ​to​ ​use​ ​at​ ​home​ ​for​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​device​ ​/​ ​home​ ​network 
- Talk​ ​to​ ​your​ ​child​ ​about​ ​what​ ​is​ ​appropriate​ ​/​ ​inappropriate​ ​material  
- Regularly​ ​check​ ​device​ ​internet​ ​‘history’​ ​to​ ​see​ ​what​ ​is​ ​being​ ​searched​ ​online 
- Discuss​ ​an​ ​‘action​ ​plan’​ ​with​ ​your​ ​child​ ​so​ ​they​ ​feel​ ​safe​ ​to​ ​talk​ ​to​ ​you​ ​if​ ​they 

accidentally​ ​access,​ ​or​ ​feel​ ​unsure​ ​about​ ​anything​ ​they​ ​witness​ ​online.  
- Use​ ​the​ ​parental​ ​controls​ ​to​ ​increase​ ​protections​ ​eg;​ ​set​ ​Youtube​ ​restrictions​ ​on 

devices​ ​to​ ​“On”  
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How​ ​to​ ​Turn​ ​on​ ​Google​ ​SafeSearch 

Step​ ​1​ ​-​ ​Go​ ​to​ ​Google​ ​>Settings 

 
 
Step​ ​2​ ​-​ ​Tick​ ​>Safe​ ​Search​ ​to​ ​‘On’ 

 
 
 
Visit​ ​the​ ​NetSafe​ ​website​ ​for​ ​more​ ​ideas​ ​and​ ​resources​ ​about​ ​Digital​ ​safety​ ​at 
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/ 
 
Most​ ​importantly,​ ​talk​ ​to​ ​your​ ​child​ ​about​ ​the​ ​importance​ ​of​ ​using​ ​devices​ ​wisely​ ​and​ ​to​ ​be​ ​a 
good​ ​Digital​ ​Citizen. 
 
Kind​ ​regards, 
Mark​ ​Shearer, 
e-Learning​ ​Coordinator. 
Whangaparaoa​ ​Primary​ ​School 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/

